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All women are welcome to join in our monthly 
meetings. Come find new friends and reconnect 
with old ones. This supportive group meets on the 
first Saturday of each month from 10 to noon in 
the Children’s Chapel. We will continue to use the 

book, “Women of the Desert”, stories of biblical 
women from the perspectives of Moslem, Jewish and 
Christian traditions. We use these as discussion 
starters and consider how their stories resonate with 
our own.  
 

Meeting Dates and information:   
Next meeting: Oct 3, the Story of Shoshanna. 
The Holy table will be designed by Ebie Mountford; 
Refreshments provided by Ebie Mountford and Mary 
Whyte.  
 

Need more information?  
Contact one of your WSG conveners: 
Mother Vickie (600-8926),  
Georgie Allen (326-3028) or  
Kris Lawless (574-3755)
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Safeguarding God’s Children 

A training program in sexual abuse awareness for clergy,  
Sunday School teachers, nursery workers, vestry members,  

and others who work with minors in our churches. 

Dear Ones, 

As Christians we are the Body of Christ. The Church is the visible symbol of that Body in the world. As 
the visible and material reality of that Body, we strive to make it as safe as we can for all who come to it 
for comfort and nourishment. The Church will only be safe if that is true for its most vulnerable members. 
This can include people of all ages, but it most especially relates to children and youth. Christ teaches us 
that the children among us are to be welcomed and cared for; they possess a crucial openness and trust 
which serves as an example for all of us-they model for us an entry into life in the kingdom (Matthew 
18:3-4). 

The unfortunate reality of our lives today is that we must be ever-vigilant and intentional in making our 
church communities safe for the most vulnerable among us. For this reason, the Diocese of Olympia 
recently instituted a requirement for both the Safeguarding God's Children (SDG) curriculum and 
background checks for all those who work with children, have responsibility for the preparation of 
children's ministries or are in proximity to children at the church at any time. While this new development 
will require time and attention, it has been enthusiastically accepted as a solid move toward the goal of 
making all people safe in our communities. 

The online version is especially geared for vestries, bishop's committee members, parents who 
occasionally transport children, new hires (until the in-person training is available), retired clergy who are 
not on a regular rota, Diocesan House employees who do not work with children and any others who 
may be interested in this training. 

The in-person training is still required for all active clergy, all paid employees, any persons (paid or 
unpaid) regularly working with youth, and Sunday school teachers and nursery attendants. Please 
contact the Bishop's Office for information on dates and times of these in-person workshops. (See box 
below!) 

I give thanks for you and your commitment in taking this course and, by so doing, moving us closer to our 
goal of a truly safe church for all. 

Faithfully, 
The Rt. Rev. Gregory Rickel  
Bishop of Olympia 
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PEACE & JUSTICE FAIR 
 

Thank you to parishioners who attended last month's biggest-ever Vancouver Peace & Justice Fair. 
Particular thanks to those who set up, staffed, and took down St Luke's ~ San Lucas beautiful double-
canopied display. Our presence is an annual highlight. We are literally told as much. I'm grateful to Fr 
John for being with us the whole day. No other congregation in the county can say the same thing about 
their pastor. There were 70+ exhibitors this year. As always we met new and old friends at other 
displays. Terrific spirit! Jesus smiled. 
 

Den Mark Wichar 
St. Luke’s ~ San Lucas Peace and Justice Fair Committee 
Vancouver for Peace and Justice
 
HELPING HANDS  – Our Sewing Group, who makes clothing for children living in shelters, is 
looking for donations of winter fabric. It must be washable! Such fabric as corduroy and heavier 
knits works best. Also, fabric store gift cards are always helpful. Donation can be left in the 
office. 
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The Sanctuary 

Many of us refer to the Sanctuary 
as the total worship space of the 
church. However the Sanctuary is 
actually that raised liturgical area east 

of the Nave.  The Sanctuary is separated from the Nave by the Altar Rail.  Sanctuary comes from the Latin, 
“Sanctus” meaning “holy.”  The primary focus of the Sanctuary is the Altar.  The Altar is raised above the Sanctuary 
to emphasize its dignity as the Holy of Holies. St. Luke's/San Lucas Altar rests on a riser called the predella.  There 
are two Eucharistic candles on the Altar which are lit whenever there is a service with Communion.  

Also found in the Sanctuary is the Lectern from which the lessons are read and the pews for Clergy, Worship 
Leaders and Acolytes. 

The long shelf behind the Altar is the Retable and we have six Office Lights (candles) placed there.  The 
smaller shelves on either side are the Credence tables.  The  Gospel side Credence table is used for the Offertory 
Plates and the Epistle side Credence table is for the Communion  Vessels. 
Above the Credence table on the Epistle side is the Aumbry or wall safe which holds the Reserved Sacraments and 
oil stocks.  The red, ever burning Sanctuary Light signifies the presence of the Reserved Sacrament in the Aumbry. 

On the Gospel side burns the newest addition to the Sanctuary-the blue Peace Candle crafted by Dick 
Berhow.   

Our Altar Cross, made of oak, is placed above the Altar and Retable and in keeping with tradition is plain and 
unadorned in nature.    
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Alternative Worship Group  
 

The Alternative Worship Group will meet Tuesday, October 6th at 6:00pm and 
Sunday, October 25 at 4:30pm. October 6th will be a soup supper. We will 
begin to experiment with themes and music as an introduction to each of our 
planning sessions. We are beginning Phase 2 of our process, creating the 
shape of the service. 
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We will be having a 

combined service with the 
Hispanic congregation on 

Sunday, October 25 th. The 
10:30am and 1:00pm services will 

come together to worship at 11:30 am. We will 
have a “Remembrance Book” that will be part of 
the Dia de Los Muertos service available in the 
weeks prior.  You are invited to add the names of 
your loved ones. Look for the book in the Narthex. 
You are invited to bring a memento or pictures of 
your departed loved ones for a shared 
“Remembrance Table”. (8:00 am service will be 
offered as usual) 
Following the service we will have a Fiesta 
potluck luncheon with our Hispanic brothers and 
sisters. Please bring food to share based on the 
first letter of your last name:   
A-H a main d ish, I-Q a dessert,  and  
R-Z a salad. 
 

The celebration of Dia de Los Muertos may seem 
strange to some .In the Latino/Hispanic culture, 
where it originated, the compatibility of death and 
festivities reflects their belief in the 
life/death/rebirth continuum. The celebration 
began among the ancient, indigenous people who 
believed that the souls of the departed returned 
each year to visit those who were still alive. 

Traditionally, November 1st, All Saint’s Day, is the 
day to remember Los Angelitos, the children who 
have died, by decorating their graves with toys 
and balloons. On November 2nd, All Soul’s Day, 
adults are honored with displays of their favorite 
foods, and their personal belongings. 
Traditionally, flowers, particularly marigolds, and 
candles, to help guide the spirits home are part of 
the decorations. 
The dead are honored by telling stories about 
them, and visiting and decorating their graves. It 
is a time for special foods, “pan de muerto”, the 
bread of the dead, “calabaza en tacha”, sweet 
pumpkin, and skull shaped candies. It is a time for 
socializing, and displaying items that were 
significant to the departed. There are no tears on 
Dia de Los Muertos because the tradition says 
that the path back to the world of the living should 
not be made slippery with tears. 
Please plan to join us for this important 
celebration. It is time for all of our church family to 

be together, for fellowship and food, and to learn 
more about each others’ cultures.  
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
 COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 
 

October 4 Harry & Terry Gamble 
October 11 Mary Whyte & Mountfords 
October 18 Kathleen & Greg Brown 
October 25 Mathieus and Lee Wilson  
November 1 Atrium – Stone Soup 
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BAPTISM OPPORTUNITY  

The next regular Baptism 
Sunday, is November 1st, All 

Saints Day!  If you or a family 
member would like to be baptized, please 

contact the office no later than  
Sunday, October 4th.  
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Sunday, October 4th we will celebrate the  
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi at both the 8:00 
AM and 10:30 AM. The Blessing of the Animals 
will follow the 10:30AM service at about 12 
noon. 
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RECYCLING INFORMATION FOR ALL! 
This information is for ALL who ATTEND or HOST Coffee Hours! 

Melanie Kenoyer and Joey Johnson have worked hard to provide us with a recycling 
system for our kitchen here at St. Luke's ~ San Lucas.  Here are a few reminders and 
helpful hints on how we can all make this work!  The following is the system we will use 
for Coffee Hour and pot lucks. 

At the doorway into the kitchen from the Parish Hall we will place the following: 

1 Can with the 
following labels: 
·  Used/Food 

soiled paper 
products  
(paper plates, 
napkins, paper 
cups. etc.) 

·  Uneaten food 
items 

1 Can with the 
following labels: 
·  Foil 
·  Plastic 
·  Metal 

1 Tub with water: 
·  Soiled silverware 
·  Soiled china 
 

TRASH 
·  Glass that is to 

be discarded 
·  Other items

Please be sure and read the labels so we can get everything 
into the correct containers! 

Thanks so much,  Your Kitchen Crew! 
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MARK YOU CALENDARS NOW!  
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS IS SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 1ST . BE SURE TO ADJUST 
YOUR CLOCK BACK  
ONE HOUR WHEN  
YOU GO TO BED  
OCTOBER 31ST,  
HALLOWEEN! 
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VESTRY SUMMARY 
 

September, 2009  

Peace Fellowship:  The Vestry approved St. Luke’s ~ San Lucas’ joining the Episcopal Peace  
Fellowship. That group is endorsed by Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori. A parishioner will 
underwrite the cost of a three-year membership. We pass the Peace at each Eucharist and participate in 
the annual Vancouver Peace and Justice Fair. This is a logical extension of our work toward peace in our 
community and the world.  
 
Williams  House:  We are renting the Williams House to the Associate Pastor at Good Shepherd.   
Landscaping will be designed and installed at minimal cost. A rear deck will be added later.  
 
Stewardship:   The Vestry approved a new Stewardship Vision, to be shared with the parish in a general 
letter. Stewardship will be the main topic at the next All Parish Meeting (9:00 a.m. Sunday, October 11) -- 
also the kickoff date for the fall campaign. This year’s theme is “Work Together, Worship Together, Give 
Together”. 
 
Accessibility:  A “Madonna” microphone” has improved sound quality in the sanctuary. Three speakers 
will be added to the main church: two at the rear of the nave and one in the narthex. By adding a longer 
antenna, our portable hearing-assist devices work better now. 
 
Parish  Calendar:  The church office has a 16-month calendar for scheduling activities. Forms for 
entering (or canceling) events are available in the church office. Please note that Fr. John and Kris 
Lawless are the only persons authorized to modify the calendar.  
 
Diocesan  Convention:  This year’s convention is at the Vancouver Hilton on October 16 – 17. We will 
have a table for selling parish cookbooks, informing the public about our Hispanic congregation, the 
monthly Taizé service, etc. With “home court advantage”, we have the opportunity to become better 
known to fellow Episcopalians throughout the diocese. Please help when asked.  Let’s make this a 
memorable and enjoyable experience.  
 
Buildings  and Grounds:  The Thursday Crew worked 204 hours in August, half of them on the Williams 
House.   



 
Outreach:  Residents in both the Shumway and Arnada neighborhoods are interested in our community 
outreach.  We plan to have a representative at their meetings quarterly. Nearby neighborhoods whose 
officers we should also contact include Carter Park, Esther Short Park, Hough, Hudson’s Bay, and 
Lincoln. The city’s Office of Neighborhoods has information about meeting dates and times.  
 
Radical  Hospitality:  If you meet a visitor or newcomer in church at any service, please encourage  
her/him to sign our guest book in the narthex.  
 
Tom Amies 
Vestry Clerk 
 
 

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS 
 
We have completed all the proofs on our new photo directory. Now we await the printing process. Please update 
your current Directory with these adds, changes and deletions. We include these each month in The Messenger, so 
you can keep your current copy up to date.  Changes are shown in bold-face. 
 

ADD: 
(No additions this month) 
 

CHANGE: 
 
McCOMB, Natalie 
215 E 12th St #206 
Vancouver, WA  98660 

DELETE: 
 
SMART, Ellen 
(Transferred to All Saints 
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WELCOME OUR NEW NEIGHBORS! 
 
We have new neighbors now living at the Williams House. The Thursday Crew did a splendid job of renovating the 
Williams House. THANK YOU!!! Although our original plan to hire and house a bi-lingual Hispanic priest did not 
materialize, we are delighted to announce that the associate at Good Shepherd, The Rev. Shelly Fayette, and her 
partner, Aaron Scott, are the first tenants in the Williams House. Shelly has a B.A. in Theology and Religious 
Studies from Seattle University and graduated with honors from Union Theological Seminary in May 2009. Aaron 
is the daughter of a United Methodist minister, holds an M.A. in New Testament Studies, and will be job-hunting 
soon. 

We are so pleased to have this additional connection between Good Shepherd and St. Luke’s ~ San Lucas. So, 
welcome to our new neighbors! 
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OCTOBER 2009 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa turday 

    1  
Daily Food Outreach 
 

8:00 Thursday Crew 
 

10:00 Helping  Hands 
 
 

6:30 Senior Choir 

2 
Daily Food 
Outreach 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3 
9-11:3- 
Leadership 
Forum 
 

10 Women’s 
Spirituality  
 

6:00 Youth 
CONNECT 

4 FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:15 Adult Discussion 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Nursery Care 
10:30 Choral Communion 
12:00 Blessing of Animals 
12:15 Hand bell Choir 
  1:00 Hispanic  
          Communion 

5 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Worship 
        Committee 

6 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

 

 
 
6:30pm Alternative 
Worship Group 

7 
Daily Food Outreach 
 
 

10:00 Holy Communion  
 

11:00 Scripture Class 
 
 

 7:00 Scripture Class 

8 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

  8:00 Thursday Crew 
 

10:00 Helping  Hands 
 
 
 

 6:30 Senior Choir 

9 
Daily Food 
Outreach 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
11AM After  
Hours Winery 
Tour Trip to  
Hood River 

11 STEWARDSHIP  
           KICKOFF 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:00 ALL PARISH  
          MEETING 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Nursery Care 
10:30 Choral Communion 
12:15 Hand bell Choir 
12:15 Fundraisers  
  1:00 Hispanic  
          Communion 

12 
Office Closed 

Buildings 
Closed 

COLUMBUS 
DAY 

13 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

10:00 Prayer Shawls 
12:00 Senior Lunch 
           Bunch 
 
 
6:30 Vestry Meeting 
7:00 Outreach 
         Committee 

14 
Daily Food Outreach 
 
 

10:00 Holy Communion  
 

11:00 Scripture Class 
 

 7:00 Scripture Class 
 

7:00 Convention 
Registrars Orientation 
 

7:00 Convention Hospitality 
Orientation 

15 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

  8:00 Thursday Crew 
 

10:00 Helping  Hands 
 
 

1-5 Safeguarding 
God’s Children 
 
 

6:30 Senior Choir 

16 
Daily Food 
Outreach 
 
DIOCESEAN 
CONVENTION 
 
 

 

17 
 
DIOCESEAN 
CONVENTION 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 Youth 
F.U.N. 
 

6:00 Taizé 

18 FEAST OF ST. LUKE 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:15 Adult Discussion 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Nursery Care 
10:30 Choral Communion 
11:45  Daughters of King 
12:15 Hand bell Choir 
 1:00 Hispanic  
         Communion  
MESSENGER DEADLINE 

19 
Office Closed 
 
 

 

20 
Daily Food Outreach 
 
 

 

21 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

 

10:00 Holy Communion  
 

11:00 Scripture Class 
 
 
 

 7:00 Scripture Class 

22 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

  8:00 Thursday Crew 
 
 

10:00 Helping  Hands 
 
 
 
 

6:30 Senior Choir 

23 
Daily Food 
Outreach 

 

 
 

(Fr. John’s 
Vacation 
Begins.) 

 
6:30 Friday 
Night Live 

24 
 
 

25 Dia de los Muertos 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:15 Adult Discussion 
11:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Nursery Care 
11:30 Combined    
       Bilingual Service 
   1:00 Spirituality  
           Advisory  
           Committee Meet 
  4:30 ALT Worship Grp 

26 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
Daily Food Outreach 
 

28 
Daily Food Outreach 
 
 

10:00 Holy Communion  
 

11:00 Scripture Class 
 
 
 

 7:00 Scripture Class 

29 
Daily Food Outreach 
 
 

  8:00 Thursday Crew 
 

10:00 Helping  Hands 
 
 

6:30 Senior Choir 

30 
Daily Food 
Outreach 

 

6:00-7:00 PM 
Children’s 
Halloween 
Party 
 

7:30-10 Youth 
Halloween 
Party 

31 
 

(Fr. John’s 
Vacation 
Ends.) 

 
 
 

FALL BACKto 
Daylight 

Savings time! 
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The Messenger 
Ministry News of  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church ~ La Iglesia Episcopal de San Lucas 
426 East Fourth Plain Boulevard Request delivery by dates:  September 25 – October 
2 
Vancouver, WA  98663 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church ~    

La Iglesia Episcopal de San Lucas www.stlukesvancouver.com  
(360) 696-0181 

 e-mail Father John:  
 john@stlukesvancouver.com 

 
 
The Rev. John Allen, Rector Sr. Warden: Greg Brown 
The Rev. Annette Arnold-Boyd, Assoc for Hispanic Ministry Co-Jr. Wardens: Pete Melhuish & Ginger 
Harris 
The Rev. Jerry Lonergan, Associate Clergy Vestry Members: 
The Rev. Dennis Cole, Associate Clergy Jill McClellan, Michelle David,  
The Rev. Vickie Dogaru, Assoc. for Youth & Adult Spiritual Development Claire Johnston, Judy Morrison, 
Doug Goodlett, Treasurer Natalie McComb, Patrick Hendley. 
Chess Getsinger, Treasurer Emeritus Clerk of the Vestry: Tom Amies 
Muriel McNamara, Assistant Treasurer  Chancellor: F. James Mayhew 
Tim Drewes, Music Director       
Kris Lawless, Parish Administrator      
    office@stlukesvancouver.com 
 

Non-Profit  
U.S. Postage Paid 

Vancouver, WA 
Permit No. 804 

Reminder 
If your Ministry group would like to submit a piece for 
the Messenger, please contact the office with your 
written submission before October 18th.   Thank you! 


